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These figures, according to the Agency, are likely an underestimate. There are 288
public schools serving 83,000 students. There are districts considering school
reconfiguration provisions as part of their FY2026 budget process but there is significant
local opposition to closing schools despite school board and administrative support.

3. Tuition: According to statewide data, districts paid a total of $83.3 million in tuition to
approved private providers (excluding pre-k providers) and another $14.3 million went to
out-of-state schools in FY2023. For every student educated outside the public education
system, it drives up the cost per pupil within the system. This directly increases property
tax rates.

In addition to these cost drivers, the Commission should closely examine revenue sources of
the Education Fund. According to the National Center for Education Statistics, when excluding
federal revenue, state revenues constitute 51% of the funds dedicated to support K-12
education nationally1. In Vermont, state sources of revenue (non-property-tax revenues)
comprise 36% of revenues in the Education Fund.2 To reduce the burden on property-tax
payers, Vermont should either remove costs that are not overseen or managed by local school
districts from the Education Fund or add new revenue streams that bring Vermont closer to the
national average.

We urge you to find common ground, have the courage to act and recognize the cost of
inaction. We must honor the complexity of the issues we face and not assume that inaction
comes without consequences. Let us commit to doing what we can now. Please let us know
how we can support your efforts and how best to communicate with you moving forward.

1 National Center for Education Statistics, Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary
Education: School Year 2021 22 (Fiscal Year 2022); Table 1: Source of revenues and type of expenditures for
public elementary and secondary education, by state or jurisdiction: FY 2022.
2 Vermont Joint Fiscal Office, Preliminary Education Fund Outlook for FY23, July 27, 2022.


